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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 09/12/2001 


Lieutenant Colonel STEPHEN O'BRIEN of the Minnesota Air 
National Guard's 133 Airlift Wing, which Is based out of 
Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport was Interviewed by 
agents. O'BRIEN, after being advised of the official identities of 
interviewing agents and the nature of the interview voluntarily 
provided the following information: : i 


TUR nni 


and home telephone number O'BRIEN is an aircraft 
commander of a C-130 transport aircra 


On September 11, 2001, O'BRIEN and his crew, totaling six 
men in the C130 aircraft departed Andrews Air Force Base at 
approximately 9:30 a.m. The alrcraft originally was planning on 
retuming to its home base in Minnesota. Major SCHUMACHER, 
co-pilot of the aircraft, operated the aircraft taking off from 
Andrews Air Force Base northbound on runway 01 left. Andrews Air 
Force tower gave instructions to the plane, call sign GOFER 06, to 
climb and maintain 3,000 feet. GOFER 06 was instructed to make a 
left turn within three miles, to avold restricted air space in 
Washington, D.C. 


O'BRIEN provided i sork telephone number ofL______] 


After following Andrews Air Force tower's instructions, 
O'BRIEN observed it was a clear day, commenting he had a nice view 
of the mall in Washington, D.C. with litte to no air pollution. 


GOFER 06 was heading 270 at 3,000 feet with a view of 
WASHINGTON NATIONAL AIRPORT. WASHINGTON NATIONAL tower then 
advised GOFER 06 to climb to 4,000 feet at the same heading of 270. 


Five to ten minutes into GOFER 06's departure from 
Andrews Air Force Base, approximately 9:35 to 9:40 a.m., WASHINGTON 
NATIONAL tower advised GOFER 06 that there was fast moving traffic 
at GOFER 06's 12:00 o'clock position. The tower advised GOFER 06 
that the alrcraft was not “squawking," its TCAS Instruments were 
not operating. O'BRIEN stated he, as well as his co-pllot, 
SCHUMACHER and the plane's navigator Lieutenant OIVITO observed the 
aircraft at approximately 4,000 to 5,000 feet at GOFER 06's 10:00 
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o'clock position. The plane was approximately three to four miles 
from GOFER 06's position. 


O'BRIEN stated the alrcraft looked silver in color, a 
commercial type aircraft probably a 757. O'BRIEN did not observe 
any visibla markings on the aircraft. O'BRIEN advised WASHINGTON 
NATIONAL tower that he had visual contact with the aircraft. 

O'BRIEN stated that the unidentified alrcraft was not showing a 

mode 3 readout transponder. WASHINGTON NATIONAL tower asked 
what the unidentified aircraft's elevation was. O'BRIEN 

advised WASHINGTON NATIONAL tower that the unidentified aircraft 

was northbound at approximately 3,000 to 4,000 feet, descending and 

appeared to be a 757. The unidentified aircraft then rolled its 

wings sharply continuing to descend at approximately 2,000 feet 

heading northeast. O'BRIEN commented that GOFER 06 might have been 

in the way of the unidentified 757, possibly explaining its sharp 

turn while continuing to descend. 


The tower instructed GOFER 06 to follow the unidentified 
aircraft heading 080. O'BRIEN turned 080 heading toward the east. 
O'BRIEN was surprised to hear the tower's request, commenting it 
was highly unusual in that the unidentified aircraft was traveling 
at an estimated 400 plus knots, while GOFER 06 was traveling at 
approximately 200 knots. When GOFER 06 rolled out of its turn, 
O'BRIEN observed a fireball and smoke. O'BRIEN no longer saw the 
aircraft. O'BRIEN knew the plane had impacted north of WASHINGTON 
NATIONAL AIRPORT. O'BRIEN notified WASHINGTON NATIONAL tower that 
the unidentified aircraft had impacted the ground. O'BRIEN stated 
that a short time later, whan he was approximately three miles away 
from the Impact site, he advised WASHINGTON NATIONAL tower that the 
aircraft had struck the Pentagon. O'BRIEN asked WASHINGTON 
NATIONAL tower if GOFER 06 could be cleared to perform a damage 
assessment of the Pentagon. 


WASHINGTON NATIONAL tower instructed GOFER 06 to turn 
left at 270, denying O'BRIEN's prior request. O'BRIEN turned 
sharply to the left heading 270 to avoid the smoke coming from the 
ground. O'BRIEN then flew GOFER 06 back to 4,000 feet heading 270. 


Q’BRIEN eventually had GOFER 06 climb to 27,000 feet 
heading to Minnesota. Sometime later, Cleveland Center instructed 
GOFER 06 to land at Youngstown-Warren Regional Airport. 


Cleveland Center contacted GOFER 06, stating they were 
picking up an unidentified aircraft on their instruments. GOFER 06 
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was notified that the unidentified plane was at GOFER 06's 12:00 
o'clock position and wanted GOFER 06 to tum away from the plane. 
Seconds later, approximately 10:00 to 10:15 a.m., O'BRIEN observed 
a lone black cloud among several white clouds. The black cloud, 
was lower than GOFER 06, approximately 20 miles away. The cloud 
was described as being located at GOFER 06's 9:00 o'clock position. 
O'BRIEN advised Cleveland Center of his observations. Cleveland 
Center acknowledged, stating that the unidentified aircraft was now 
off their screen approximately 17 miles away from GOFER 06, at 
GOFER 06's 9:00 o'clock position. O'BRIEN was not sure what the 
smoke was, however, stated he did observe secondary smoke from a 
clearing in the clouds. 


ti 


O'BRIEN continued his course and landed at Youngstown- 
Warren Regional Airport st approximately 10:45 a.m. O'BRIEN 
provided agents with the flight manifest for GOFER 06. The flight 
manifest is attached to this report. 
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